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Research and innovation is often related to the idea of greater spending and, perhaps for this 

reason, we instinctively tend to think that in an economy with limited resources, the promotion 

of innovation should not and cannot be a priority. However, the promotion of innovation 

procurement is precisely linked to the objective and the need to optimize costs. Innovation 

makes it possible to intercept new or inadequately met social needs, helping to effectively 

support the development and social changes. Another objective that can usefully be achieved 

through innovation procurement is the promotion of innovative SMEs and start-ups, which often 

find it difficult to make their innovative products penetrate the market. Public procurement 

constitutes a policy tool in the field of innovation and sustainable development. Buying 

innovative products and services creates economic, environmental and social benefits because 

of the development of new ideas and their transformation into innovative products aiming 

simultaneously at enhancement of citizens' everyday life and economic development. In this 

respect, the promotion of innovation procurement has mainly been achieved until now with the 

development of public procurement tools, such as Pre-Commercial Procurement (PCP) and 

Public Procurement of Innovation (PPI). Eventually, the lever of public demand can make the 

entire system evolve towards innovation, actively contrasting the absence of high quality 

products on the reference market.  
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By developing a forward-looking innovation procurement strategy that uses Pre-Commercial 

Procurement (PCP) and Public Procurement of Innovative solutions (PPI) in a complementary 

way, public procurers can drive innovation from the demand side. This enables the public 

sector to modernize public services faster while creating opportunities for companies to gain 

leadership in new markets. Innovation procurement opens the door to higher quality and more 

efficient solutions that value environmental and social benefits, better cost-effectiveness; and 

new business opportunities for enterprises. Public procurement can further play an important 

role as a strategic policy lever to advance diverse policy objectives – such as protecting the 

environment, promoting sustainable development, achieving more inclusive growth, and 

promoting ethical behaviour and responsible business conduct.    

 

 

 NEWS 

 Posted on February 16,  2021  

PUBLIC PROCUREMENT IN MONTENEGRO AND NORTH MACEDONIA, 2019 

SIGMA has carried out reviews against the Principles of Public Administration in the EU candidate countries 
and potential candidates since 2015. Monitoring reports covering the full scope of... 

 Posted on February 15,  2021  

IMPACTS OF EU FUNDED PRE-COMMERCIAL PROCUREMENTS  

Interested in the impacts achieved by pre-commercial procurements (PCPs) funded by the EU's research and 
innovation program? Check out new data about the link between PCP and venture capital and its impact... 

 Posted on February 15,  2021  

BENCHMARKING OF NATIONAL INNOVATION PROCUREMENT INVESTMENTS AND POLICY FRAMEWORKS 
ACROSS EUROPE 

Want to know how much the public sector in your country invests in adopting innovations compared to others, 
and in which sectors they invest most (health, ICT..)? Keen to find out if your country has ... 

 Posted on February 15,  2021  

https://wbc-rti.info/object/news/21395
https://wbc-rti.info/object/news/21377
https://wbc-rti.info/object/news/21376
https://wbc-rti.info/object/news/21376


ONGOING GREEN PUBLIC PROCUREMENT PROJECTS WITH PARTICIPATION FROM THE WESTERN 
BALKANS 

There are few Green Public Procurement Projects with WB participation (based on 
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/gpp/projects_en.htm). These are following:  

 Posted on February 15,  2021  

WHY DID GREECE DECIDE TO ESTABLISH A NATIONAL COMPETENCE CENTRE FOR INNOVATION 
PROCUREMENT? 

Interview with Anastasia Zacharopoulou, Greek Competence Centre for Innovation Procurement  

 Posted on February 15,  2021  

WEBINAR – OPPORTUNITIES TO TACKLE THE COVID-19 CRISIS THROUGH INNOVATION PROCUREMENT 

A 1-hour webinar for European public buyers offered through European Assistance for Innovation 
Procurement (eafip) was held on 3 April 2020. This one-hour webinar provided guidance to public buyers... 

 Posted on February 15,  2021  

GREEN PUBLIC PROCUREMENT: CASE STUDY: CITY OF KOPRIVNICA REFURBISHING OLD 
KINDERGARTEN BUILDING THROUGH PUBLIC PROCUREMENT OF INNOVATION 

A good practice example published in the December edition on the GPP News Alert presents recent work 
carried out in the City of Koprivnica (Croatia). The example presents the City’s Public Procurement... 

 Posted on February 15,  2021  

INNOVATIVE USE OF DATA IN PUBLIC PROCUREMENT INVOLVING EU FUNDS 

The European Commission, the European Bank for Reconstruction and Development (EBRD) and the Open 
Contracting Partnership are joining forces to improve the quality and transparency of public tenders co... 

 Posted on February 15,  2021  

NEW EU COMPETENCY FRAMEWORK INCREASES PROFESSIONALISATION IN DIGITAL, INNOVATIVE AND 
GREEN PUBLIC PROCUREMENT 

ProcurCompEU, the EU's new competency framework for the professionalisation of public procurement 
reinforces the strategic role of public procurement for modernizing public services with innovations, ... 

 Posted on February 2,  2021  

TRAINING OPPORTUNITY ALSO FOR WB: BENEFITTING FROM PUBLIC PROCUREMENT OPPORTUNITIES 
IN CANADA 

Would you like to make the most of government procurement opportunities in Canada? Let us hear from you!  

 CALLS 

 Deadl ine:  February 25, 2021  

INNOVATION PROCUREMENT BROKER: CREATING LINKS FOR THE FACILITATION OF PUBLIC 
PROCUREMENT OF INNOVATION 

This COSME call for proposals will support beneficiaries, who will act as Innovation Procurement Brokers, to 
develop and implement a sustainable method for facilitating public procurement of innovation... 

 Deadl ine:  March 1,  2021  

OPEN MARKET CONSULTATION: NEXT GENERATION SEQUENCING FOR PERSONALISED CANCER 
THERAPY 

Seven hospitals from Austria, Italy, Germany, the Netherlands and France are inviting potentially interested 
bidders to participate in the open market consultation for their upcoming pre-commercial procurement... 

 Deadl ine:  March 2,  2021  

RYCO: INVITATION TO TENDER FOR PROCUREMENT MANUAL 

The Regional Youth Cooperation Office (RYCO) is looking for a relevant expertise/consultancy for developing 
the internal Manual of Procurement procedures that will be applied in the frame of RYCO’s procurement... 

 Deadl ine:  March 12, 2021  

FINANCIAL SUPPORT FOR BOLD PROCUREMENT REFORMERS AIMING FOR INCLUSIVE AND EFFECTIVE 
RECOVERY 
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The Open Contracting Partnership (OCP), an independent organization spun out of the World Bank in 2015, 
offers help to public buyers worldwide that are struggling with less capacity or resources because... 

 DOCUMENTS 

 STRATEGIC USE OF PUBLIC PROCUREMENT (OECD GOVERNMENT AT A GLANCE: WESTERN 
BALKANS) 

Government at a Glance: Western Balkans presents information on public governance in the Western Balkan 
region. In the chapter 7.2 it also address the public procurement to explain how it can play an ... 

o GOVERNMENT AT A GLANCE: WESTERN BALKANS  

Government at a Glance: Western Balkans presents information on public governance in the Western 
Balkan region – covering Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Kosovo*, Montenegro, North 
Macedonia, and Serbia... 

 TAIEX PEER-REVIEW MISSION ON PUBLIC PROCUREMENT IN MONTENEGRO 

The objective of this peer-review mission is to provide the European Commission and Montenegro with an 
assessment of the effectiveness of the public procurement system and it’s functioning with the particular... 

 MONITORING REPORT: THE PRINCIPLES OF PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION, NORTH MACEDONIA 2019 

This 2019 SIGMA Monitoring Report focuses on the areas of civil service and public procurement. 
Comprehensive assessment of all areas of public administration reform (PAR) in 2017 showed that North 
Macedonia... 

 MONITORING REPORT: THE PRINCIPLES OF PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION, MONTENEGRO 2019 

This 2019 SIGMA Monitoring Report focuses on selected Principles in the service delivery and public finance 
management (public procurement) areas of the Principles of Public Administration. Comprehensive... 

 COMMISSION NOTICE: GUIDANCE ON INNOVATION PROCUREMENT 

Adopted in the context of the Communication on “A renewed European Agenda for Research and Innovation –
Europe’s chance to shape its technological leadership” and the input to the Leaders’ informal dinner... 

 INNOVATION PROCUREMENT - THE POWER OF THE PUBLIC PURSE 

This brochure provides an overview of projects that are focusing on innovation procurement in the ICT domain 
funded by the EU's research and innovation funding programs FP7, CIP and Horizon 2020. This... 

 PROCURCOMPEU – STUDY ON PROFESSIONALISATION OF PUBLIC PROCUREMENT IN THE EU AND 
SELECTED THIRD COUNTRIES 

The objective of this study is to provide the background for the ProcurCompEU competency framework. 
Itgivesan overview of the state of play in public procurement professionalisation in the EU and 
internationally... 

 MAKING PUBLIC PROCUREMENT WORK IN AND FOR EUROPE 

This Communication of the European Commission presents a public procurement strategy which sets out the 
overall policy framework and defines clear priorities to improve procurement in practice and support... 

 INNOVATION PROCUREMENT - THE POWER OF THE PUBLIC PURSE 

Check out the updated brochure that provides an overview of EU funded innovation procurements in the ICT 
domain. Find out how they are bringing ICT based solutions to the market to address challenges ... 

 OECD PUBLIC PROCUREMENT FOR INNOVATION GOOD PRACTICES AND STRATEGIES 

Public procurement offers an enormous potential market for innovative products and services. Used 
strategically, it can help governments boost innovation at both the national and local level and ultimately... 

 LINKS 
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 PROCURE2INNOVATE 

European network of competence centres for innovation procurement    

 GREEN PUBLIC PROCUREMENT 

EC Website on Green Public Procurement (GPP).  

 INNOVATION PROCUREMENT TOOLKIT 

Your one-stop destination for online help in preparing your innovation procurement The eafip Toolkit provides 
support to policy makers in designing PCP and PPI strategies, and to procurers... 

 INNOVATION PROCUREMENT PLATFORM 

Innovation Procurement Platform, funded as a project under H2020  

 INNOVATION PROCUREMENT  

EC webpage on Innovation Procurement.  
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The Western Balkans boasts great growth prospects for the future and high expectations in 

terms of research and innovation. Highlighting the benefits of smart and stronger connections 

with the EU, this article also explores the added value of public procurement...  
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 NEWS 

 Posted on February 22,  2021  

FIRST CALLS UNDER HORIZON EUROPE TO BE LAUNCHED BY THE EUROPEAN RESEARCH COUNCIL 

The European Commission today presented the Work Programme 2021 for the European Research Council. This 
is the first work programme under Horizon Europe, Europe's new Framework Programme for Research ... 

 Posted on February 22,  2021  

NEW EU PROJECT TO SUPPORT READINESS FOR VACCINATION EFFORTS AND RESILIENT HEALTH SYSTEMS 
IN THE WESTERN BALKANS 

The European Union in partnership with the World Health Organisation (WHO) has launched a new regional 
project worth over €7 million to support safe and effective vaccination of the populations across... 
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READ MORE  

https://wbc-rti.info/object/link/21373
https://wbc-rti.info/object/link/21371
https://wbc-rti.info/object/link/21370
https://wbc-rti.info/object/link/21364
https://wbc-rti.info/object/link/21360
https://wbc-rti.info/object/news/21410
https://wbc-rti.info/object/news/21409
https://wbc-rti.info/object/news/21409
https://wbc-rti.info/theme/42
https://wbc-rti.info/in_focus


 Posted on February 21,  2021  

ERC LAUNCHES NEW MENTORING SCHEME, INVOLVING WB 

The European Research Council is launching a new mentoring initiative to target countries where the levels of 
participation and success rates in ERC calls for proposals have been so far modest. Local ... 

 Posted on February 19,  2021  

INNOVATION FUND APPROVED ANOTHER EUR 5.3 MILLION FOR INNOVATION DEVELOPMENT 

The Innovation Fund approved EUR 5.3 million in grants to finance 35 projects through a public call for the Mini 
Grants Program and the Matching Grants Program.  

 Posted on February 18,  2021  

VIRTUAL WESTERN BALKANS STEERING PLATFORM MEETING ON R&I  

The virtual Western Balkans Steering Platform Meeting on R&I took place on 27 January 2021 from 09:30 – 12:00 
h and was attended by 78 participants. The discussion was organised in line with the following... 

 EVENTS 

 February 24, 2021 |  v i r tua l ,  OTHER  

NAVIGATING THROUGH THE SOCIAL INNOVATION TOURNAMENT APPLICATION PROCESS 

Are you considering applying for the Social Innovation Tournament?  

 February 22 -25, 2021  -  today |  v i r tual ,  OTHER 

EU INDUSTRY WEEK 2021 

Over the past years, the European Commission has organised EU Industry Days as an opportunity for 
stakeholders and citizens from all over Europe to establish a strong dialogue on the future of European... 

 March 2 ,  2021 |  onl ine,  OTHER  

CONTRIBUTION OF EUSAIR/EUSDR PRIORITIES TO THE ECONOMIC AND INVESTMENT PLAN OF THE 
WESTERN BALKANS 

This event will be organised within the framework of the 2nd Macro-regional Strategies Week; 1-5 March 2021.  

 March 3 ,  2021 |  onl ine,  OTHER  

CROSS - MACRO-REGIONAL STRATEGIES SESSION IPA 

This event will be organised within the framework of the 2nd Macro-regional Strategies Week; 1-5 March 2021.  

 March 1 -5,  2021 |  onl ine,  OTHER 

2ND EU MACRO-REGIONAL STRATEGIES WEEK (EU MRS WEEK)  

From 1 to 5 March 2021, DG REGIO will host the 2nd EU Macro-Regional Strategies Week (EU MRS Week) that 
will take place digitally.  

 March 20, 2021 |  onl ine,  OTHER  

WB ALUMNI ASSOCIATION'S GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

The WBAA General Assembly is the annual gathering of its members from across the region – this year the event 
will be held virtually.  

 March 22, 2021 |  V ienna, Aust r ia  

EUREKA 35 YEARS CELEBRATION 

This Austrian Chair event will take place on 22 March 2021 at the Hofburg in Vienna.  

 Apri l  22-23,  2021 |  v i r tual ,  OTHER  

2021 EUA ANNUAL CONFERENCE 

The 2021 EUA Annual Conference “Universities 2030: From vision to reality” will take place online on 22-23 April. 
Against the backdrop of the ongoing climate crisis, fundamental technological advances... 

 Apri l  26-29,  2021 |  Marsei l le,  France  

EUBCE 2021 - 29TH BIOMASS CONFERENCE & EXHIBITION 

https://wbc-rti.info/object/news/21405
https://wbc-rti.info/object/news/21404
https://wbc-rti.info/object/news/21398
https://wbc-rti.info/object/event/21301
https://wbc-rti.info/object/event/21171
https://wbc-rti.info/object/event/21252
https://wbc-rti.info/object/event/21252
https://wbc-rti.info/object/event/21254
https://wbc-rti.info/object/event/21253
https://wbc-rti.info/object/event/21399
https://wbc-rti.info/object/event/21066
https://wbc-rti.info/object/event/21346
https://wbc-rti.info/object/event/21017


EUBCE is the largest biomass conference and exhibition in the world. Each year, EUBCE brings together the 
greatest minds and latest advancements in biomass, with the aim of accelerating research and... 

 May 11-12,  2021 |  Por toroz,  S lovenia  

6TH ANNUAL EUSAIR FORUM 

Priorities of the Slovenian Presidency 2020–2021 to be followed at the 6th EUSAIR Annual Forum:  

 May 18-20,  2021 |  Graz,  Aust r ia  

GLOBAL INNOVATION SUMMIT 2021 

The Innovation Summit will take place on 18-20 May 2021 in Graz, Styria.  

 May 27-29,  2021 |  v i r tual ,  OTHER 

CREATIVE BODIES—CREATIVE MINDS 

Theoretical discussions around creativity in the last two decades have turned around addressing existing 
dichotomies in its conceptualisation, such as professional/everyday and public/private.  

 June 1-4,  2021 |  v i r tual ,  OTHER  

EU GREEN WEEK 2021 

Pollution affects everybody – through the air we breathe, the water we drink or the land we grow our food on. It is 
the largest environmental cause of multiple mental and physical diseases, and of premature... 

 June 9-11,  2021 |  Munich, Germany  

THE SMARTER E EUROPE 

Renewable energy is more than just an alternative to conventional energy sources. This is where The smarter E 
Europe comes in, as the most important innovation hub for new energy solutions, dedicating... 

 June 23-24, 2021 | v i r tual ,  OTHER  

EUROPEAN RESEARCH AND INNOVATION DAYS  

Brought to you by the European Commission, the European Research and Innovation Days gathers together 
policymakers, researchers, entrepreneurs and citizens to debate and shape the future of research and... 

 September 8-9 ,  2021 |  Roma Event i ,  Pont i f ical  Gregorian Universi ty,  I ta ly  

ICSD 2021 : 9TH INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT, 8 - 9 SEPTEMBER ROME, 
ITALY 

European Center of Sustainable Development in collaboration with Canadian Institute of Technology  will organize 
the 9th ICSD 2021 International Conference on Sustainable Development... 

 November  18 -19,  2021 |  V ienna,  Aus tr ia  

EUROPEAN R&I POLICY EVALUATION CONFERENCE 

The REvaluation 2021 Conference is jointly organised by Fraunhofer ISI, IFRIS and the Austrian Platform for 
Research and Technology Policy Evaluation. It will take place as live as possible, 18-19 November... 

 CALLS 

 Deadl ine:  February 25, 2021  

HERAS+ CALL FOR PROPOSALS FOR RESEARCH GRANTS OPEN 

The call for proposals is open from 25/11/2020 to 25/02/2021  

 Deadl ine:  March 1,  2021  

CERIC CALL FOR PROPOSALS NOW OPEN 
The CERIC-ERIC is calling for proposals for coordinated access to more than 50 instruments and support laboratories for 
research... 

 Deadl ine:  March 1,  2021  

OPEN MARKET CONSULTATION: NEXT GENERATION SEQUENCING FOR PERSONALISED CANCER THERAPY 

Seven hospitals from Austria, Italy, Germany, the Netherlands and France are inviting potentially interested 
bidders to participate in the open market consultation for their upcoming pre-commercial procurement... 
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 Deadl ine:  March 5,  2021  

CALL FOR APPLICATIONS: 9 EARLY STAGE RESEARCHERS POSITIONS IN THE FRAMEWORK OF THE 6I DIRS 
COFUND, MANAGED BY UNIVERSITY OF DEUSTO IN SPAIN 

National Agency for Scientific Research and Innovation of Albania is promoting an open call for 9 Early Stage 
Researchers Positions in the framework of the 6i Dirs COFUND, managed... 

 Deadl ine:  March 12, 2021  

EU GREEN WEEK 2021 PARTNER EVENTS 

The EU Green Week 2021 will take place from 31 May to 4 June 2021, with Partner Events taking place between 3 
May to 13 June 2021. This year’s edition ties in with the European Green Deal and the adoption... 

 Deadl ine:  March 15, 2021  

CFP: “OLD AND NEW INSIGHTS ON THE HISTORY OF INTELLIGENCE AND DIPLOMACY IN THE BALKANS” 

The Balkans always were and continue to be the struggle area of the Great Powers on the diplomatic and 
intelligence field/level. Thus, they have played a prominent role in European intelligence and diplomatic... 

 Deadl ine:  March 17, 2021  

OPEN POSITION: PROGRAM COORDINATOR AT WESTERN BALKAN FUND 

The Western Balkans Fund is looking for a responsible Program Coordinator to administer and organize all types 
of projects, from simple activities to more complex plans and activities within four specific... 

 Deadl ine:  Apri l  1 ,  2021  

CALL FOR PROPOSALS FOR SME INNOVATION PROJECTS  

Maximizing impact of the EU Funds for the Balkans' economy  Cut-off dates 01. April, 01. June and 01. October 
2021 Grant only between €0.5 million and €2.5 million (funding rate 70%)&... 

 Deadl ine:  Apri l  30,  2021 

REGIONAL CHALLENGE FUND (RCF):1ST CALL FOR EXPRESSION OF INTEREST TO SUPPORT INVESTMENTS 
IN COOPERATIVE TRAINING PROJECTS  

The Regional Challenge Fund (RCF) is announcing the 1st call for Expression of Interest to support investments in 
cooperative training projects which is open for applications from the six Western Balkans... 

 Deadl ine:  May 31,  2021  

CALL FOR CONTRIBUTIONS: THE REVALUATION 2021 CONFERENCE 

The REvaluation 2021 Conference is jointly organised by Fraunhofer ISI, IFRIS and the Austrian Platform for 
Research and Technology Policy Evaluation. It will take place as live as possible, 18-19 November... 

 Deadl ine :  June 1,  2021  

CALL FOR PROJECT PEER REVIEWERS - SCIENCE FUND OF THE REPUBLIC OF SERBIA 

The Science Fund of the Republic of Serbia (SFRS), a state institution providing grants to researchers in Serbia, is 
looking for international experts in order to ensure an objective, high-quality two... 

 Deadl ine:  June 1,  2021  

CALL FOR PROJECT PEER REVIEWERS 

The Science Fund of the Republic of Serbia (SFRS): Call for Project Peer Reviewers  

 Deadl ine:  June 30, 2021  

CALL FOR APPLICATIONS – STAVRO SKENDI BOOK PRIZE FOR ACHIEVEMENT IN ALBANIAN STUDIES 

The Stavro Skendi Book Prize for Achievement in Albanian Studies is presented every year to the best book 
making a contribution to, and advancing research in Albanian Studies. Albanian Studies is a broadly... 

 Deadl ine:  August  31, 2021  

SOCIETY FOR ALBANIAN STUDIES: CALL FOR APPLICATIONS – ARSHI PIPA BEST GRADUATE STUDENT 
PAPER AWARD 

Graduate students and recent graduates are invited to participate in the Arshi Pipa Best Graduate Student Paper 
Award Competition sponsored by the Society for Albanian Studies (SAS). Please... 

 Deadl ine:  September 30,  2023  
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EASI GUARANTEE INSTRUMENT 

The EIF’s response measures to the COVID-19 pandemic (as at 24 July 2020).  

 DOCUMENTS 

 GUIDELINES ON THE CIRCULAR ECONOMY FOR WESTERN BALKAN COUNTRIES AND TURKEY 

This guideline report is designed for civil society organisations and people interested in contributing to the 
transition towards a circular economy in the Western Balkans and Turkey. The report provides... 

 JRC: AN INTERVENTION-LOGIC APPROACH FOR THE DESIGN AND IMPLEMENTATION OF S3 STRATEGIES 

Smart specialisation is conceptualised as research and innovation policymaking encompassed in a holistic place-
based view of development.  

 STOA ONLINE WORKSHOP: EXPLORING SYNERGIES BETWEEN HORIZON EUROPE AND REGIONAL POLICY 

The European Structural and Investment Funds (ESIFs) and Horizon Europe, when operating individually, provide 
significant support for research, development, and innovation.  

 THE DESIGN AND IMPLEMENTATION OF MISSION-ORIENTED INNOVATION POLICIES  

A new systemic policy approach to address societal challenges  

 

 

 

 

ABOUT THE INFORMATION PORTAL 
 

 

Access to the WBC-RTI.info platform is free of charge. The Platform will be regularly updated 

this year, with particular focus on one selected theme per month. If you would like to suggest a 

research topic or promote your R&I project or your research results to over 11,000 interested 

researchers and policy makers in the Western Balkans and Europe-wide, or if you have any 

questions, do not hesitate to contact us at office@wbc-rti.info. 

 

 

 

 

The WBC-RTI.info platform acts as a source of high quality targeted information on research, 

technology and innovation in/with/for the Western Balkan countries (WBCs). The Platform 

supports the Steering Platform on Research for the Western Balkan Countries and is funded by 

the European Commission (contract №30-CE-0838742/00-87).  
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