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Who are Widening NCPs? 

 Established in each MS and AC 

 NCPs mission: spreading awarness, giving specialist 
advice, providing on-the-ground assistance; 

 

 

 

Minimum Standards and Guiding Principles for setting up  
systems of National Contact Points under Horizon 2020 
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Find contact to Widening NCPs  
at the Participant Portal 



NCP_WIDE.NET International 
Network of Widening NCPs 

 Established in January 2015 until December 
2019;  

 Coordination and support Action of the 
Horizon2020 Programme (G.A. 639034); 

 17 Members, from Member States and 
Associated Countries; 

 Associated partners: SL, TR, UK, FR, BE, FO, 
MT, MD, SK, UK; 

 

 



NCP_WIDE.NET International 
Network of Widening NCPs 



NCP_WIDE.NET’s Objectives 

 Creating transnational network of NCPs; 

 Enhance and equal NCPs’ services throughout 
ERA; 

 Delivered expertise on Widening activities  
to applicants and stakeholders; 

 Support participation of research centers and 
stakeholders from Widening regions in H2020. 

 



NCP_WIDE.NET 

Services 



Capacity Building 
 Benchmarking, trainings, mentoring visits 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 4 mentoring visits on: NCP practicies, Brussels eco-system, NCPs role in shaping 
synergies process, Widening projects’ case studies 

 14-15 June 2015 Athens Training on soft skills and communication 
 NCP best practices guide 
 3-4 March 2016 Seville „Legal and Financial issues in Widening projects” 
 13-14 March 2017 Bonn The “Widening” package - stock-taking and future orientations 

- recommendations 



Widening Expertise 
 Benchmark report 

 

 

 Analysis of Centres of Excellence in a view  
of Teaming and Twinning potential: www.ncpwidenet.eu 
 
 

http://www.ncpwidenet.eu/


Widening Expertise – 
benchmark of CoE 

Strenghts/ Opportunities Weaknesses/ 
Threaths 

Finance High ability to obtain regional/ national 
funds 

Strong dependency on 
grants 

Fame Internationalisation, modern research 
infrastructure 

Lack of critical mass in 
regard to international 
partners and agendas 

Framework External evaluation, interaction with 
ecosystem; R&I agenda embedded in 
smart specialisation strategies; 

Lack of IP & recruitment 
strategies, weak branding,  

Fuss Administrative burdens, 
lack of funding for R&D 



Widening Expertise 
 Guide for applicants and participants 

 

Guide  – How to participate in Widening activities soon avaliable at 
www.ncpwidenet.eu  
 

http://www.ncpwidenet.eu/


Cross-boarder Events 

 Brokerage events jointly with other Networks 
 Workshop on Synergies (2015, 2016) 
 Workshops on ERA Chairs and mobility (2016) 
 Other events – WIRE VIII, EARMA, all relevant with Widening topic 

 
 

 Brokerage events, joint workshops, collaboration 
with other partners 

 

 



Dissemination & Communication 

 Project portal – one stop shop on Widening activities 

 Promotional materials, social media (Twitter, LinkedIn) 

 

 

www.ncpwidenet.eu  

http://www.ncpwidenet.eu/


Project Portal 

 Information on the network and the project; 

 Latest news related to calls and events; 

 Project and other publications; 

 Synergy between H2020 and other funds for 
supporting Widening; 

 NCP_WIDE.NET Newsletter  



Collaboration with other NCP 
Networks 

 NCP Academy – module on synergies between Horizon 2020  
and ESIF 



Further steps 

 Elaboration of the Widening success stories 
guide; 

 Dissemination and communication of success 
stories; 

 Focus on Widening challenge – feedback on 
Widening package and FP9?; 

 Support in communication process. 



Your NCP Team 


